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THE NEWS LETTER RESURGENS 


At the Detroit Convention it was the appar- 
ent wish of the Age of Milton Group that the Seven- 
Century News Letter resume publication, 
ut no one offered to assume the task. Finally 
Arthur Coon (Sampson), who had been vocal on the 
subject at the group meeting, on the last day of 
the convention offered his services in that 
capacity since no one else had volunteered. The 
offer was accepted by George Sensabaugh, retiring 
chairman, The new. chairman, Robert Cawley gave 
his approval; and you are reading the result. 


HISTORY OF THE NEWS LETTER 


Inspired by the Johnsonian Laut letter of 


J. L. Clifford, the teenth 
was conceived at the Indianapolis Conven- 


tion in 1941. The first issue appeared in May, 
1942, under the editorship of James M. Osborn 
(Yale), J. Milton French (Rutgers), and James G, 
McManaway (Folger Shakespeare Library, Washingten). 
‘Four issues of that volume appeared, and four 
issues ef Volume II, in 1943. 4 

But the pressure of wartime and other duties 
on the editors and contributors grew, and only 
two issues appeared in 1944, Volumes IV and V 
were even slimmer, with only an issue apiece 
even though Maurice Kelley, of Princeton, joinea 
in the effort. 

Finally 19% passed without a single issue, 
due to the unfortunate death of Stanley Johnson 
(Stanford), who had assumed the editorship alone, 
just as it seemed the periodical was about to re- 
gun full publication, It is now hoped that noth- 
Ang further will interfere, and that we can enjoy 
uninterruptedly such pleasures as are to be de- 
rived from regular receipt of the News Letter. 


Caveay 


s a cooperative enterprise run on the Christian 
rinciple that it is more blessed to give news than 
oreas ing the subscription price from $1.00 to 
plus at east one news item per year. Seriously. 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT } 
“The report of the Nominating Committee was 
merely a slate of officers which were duly elected, 
namely Robert Cawley of Princeton, Chairman; John 
‘Ldewsay of the University of Tennessee, Secretary; 
‘and for the Advisory and Nominating Committee for 


48; Helen Ci White of Wisconsin, Chairman; T. 8. 
— Craig of Dartmouth; and G. F. Sensabaugh of 


— Francis R. Johnson, Stanford. Chairman. 


THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 
NEWS LETTER 


Sampson, New York 


‘1948 Chairman of English VI (the Period of 


Washington, 1937) has taugh 
Washington and at Stanford, and is at present Asso- 


The new editor enters a caveat, however: this 


© receive it, We are toying with the idea of in- 


March, 198 


THE 1948 CHAIRMAN 


Professor Robert R. Cawley of 1 
ton), 
was born in Canasaraga, N. T., July 18, 1893. He 
was educated at Harvard where he studied mainly 
under Professors Kittredge ani Lowes, and where he 
took his Ph.D. in 1921. After a year spent abroad 
on @ Harvard traveling fellowship he went to 
Princeton, and last June completed a quarter- 
century of teaching at that institution. He is 
giving both graduate and undergraduate courses in 
Milton and the Seventeenth Century as well as a 
graduate course in Spenser and the Renaissance. 
His books include two volumes on the influence of 
travel literature on Renaissance poetry and prose, 


- besides editions of Milton's 


of 
(with a long introduction) and of Henry Peachan's 
Truth of Our Times. The author also of a series 
of articles concerning the influence of the f 
voyagers on seventeenth- century literature, 
Professor Cawley has written in this connection 
about such representative figures as Shakespeare, 
Drayton, Warner, Bacon, Sir Thomas ‘Browne, and 
Burton. At present he is engaged in writing a 
book on-Miiton's knowledge of foreign lands as it 
affected his poetry. 


THE NEW SECRETARY 


John L. Lievsay (Ph. d., University of 
t at the University of 


ciate Professor of English at the University of 
Tennessee. He has held research fellowships at the 


‘Huntington and Folger libraries and has published 
- Mumerous short studies on various Renaissance and 


Seventeenth Century topics. His present active 
interests are. mainly in Sixteenth and Seventeenth 
Century prose forms -- conduct books, essays, char- 
acters, resolves, sermons. 


MICROFILM COMMITTEE 


"There is no report of the Microfilm Committee 
at this time. The reason is that I was placed on 
the Committee on Photographic Reproduction of the 
MLA, and wanted to find out the plans of tpis com 
mittee before making any report on the Seventeenth 
Century alone," a 

Janes M. Osborn, Chairman, Yale. 


COMMITTEE ON BIBLIOGRArn: 
"There is no report from the Committee on 


Bibliography, for it was discharged after the pub- 5 
‘lication of tne Check-List of English Plays. 
17 
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0. McManaway, Folger Shakespeare Lib, 
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teenth Century are included in this request). 
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STANLEY DEAN JOHNSON’ 


In the untimely death of Stanley Johnson just 

as he was about to take over its editorship, the 
& Century News Letter has suffered a4 

great loss, How great, is suggested by the con- 
cluding paragraph of a memorial statement written 
by H. Swedenberg, Jr., as chairman of a committ-- 
ee of his colleagues at dcLA: 
; “Most men eddy about, make little impression 
on their fellows, and then die and are forgotten. 
Stanley Johnson was an exception to this acknowl- 
iedged truth. His death brought a sense of acute 
‘personal loss to his friends in the academic pro- 
‘fession throughout the country. He had served only 
one year at the University of California, but in 
that short tine he had established himseif deep in 
the affection and regard of his colleagues. He was 
admired as a sympathetic, conscientious, and en- 
thusiastic teacher. He was respected as a scholar 
whose work promised to make him a leader in his 
field. But above all he was esteemed for his 
generosity and honesty. His selflessness was 
l his integrity, inflexible. He was 
sympathetic to weakness and gallant in his kind- 
ness; but he would not tolerate the petty, the 
devious, or the malicious in himself or others. 


His like is seldom found in or out of academic: 
life." 


POLICY ON EXTENDING SUBSCRIPTIONS 
eee pes peid their dollars in 1947 received 
no copies o ws Letter; persons who paid in 
1946 and 1945 —— athe one issue in each of 
those years, This seems unfair, and (unless bank- 
ruptcy sets in) we plan to extend such subscrip- 
tions on the basis of four issues for a dollar. If 
you paid a dollar in 1%, 1946, and 1947, there- 
fore, we will not ask you for any more money until 
midsummer of 1950. Look at the address on your copy 
for clarification in your case; the date indicates 
when your subscription expires. 
we have mad istake 8 eas 
et ui Ove probably made a number, as our 
records are at present in some confusion. 
Possibly you would like to complete 
your file of back copies before having A 
your subscription extended. If so, we 


can supply issues for 1942, 19%3, and 
1944 at the same rate, while they last. 


SUGGESTION 
Let us know. 


LIFES OF MILTON 


"I worked steadily last summer at Milton 
/ biography, almost completing a first draft of what 
looks suspiciously like a two-volume life. Next. 
summer I intend to complete the first draft and 
make some progress at the endless business of 
checking my statements for accuracy. My new post 
as MLA Secretary has thus far allowed me no time 
for article writing, although I have material for 
a dozen or so which I may produce when I have 
mastered the routines of secretarying." 
--William R. Parker, 100 Washington 8d. E., N. T. 3 


MILTON VARIORUM PROPOSED 


“Here is the write-up you asked me for; I have 
checked with Mr. Wolfe: . 

"tIncluded in new business at the Milton group 
meeting of the MLA in Detroit was the proposal, put 
forward by the undersigned, of the need for a new 
Milton variorum in view of the relative antiquity of 
Verity's edition in light of research of the last 
generation. The group agreed that the proposal 
should be investigated and moved that the incoming 
chairman appoint a committee to study the matter. 

t was pointed out by several members that 
Don M. Wolfe, of Brooklyn College, is bringing out 
an edition of the prose, though so far the announce- 
ment had appeared only in newspapers, As a result, 
the present intentions of a variorum sponsored by 
the group are limited to the poetry. 5 

„Mr. Wolfe's intention is to edit all of 
Milton's prose, with the English pamphlets in 
facsimile and kus Latin tracts in translation. The 
edition is to be in eight volumes, with an introduc- 
tion to each volume and separate Introductions to 
the various tracts. The first volume ghould appear 
late this year and will contain the first five 
pamphlets, the — „ Yale Uni v- 
ersity Press is the publisher. '* 

--William B. Hunter, Wofford. 


MILTON'S BIRTHPLACE 


“Here is a summary of my paper at Detroit: 

After 300 years of guesswork about the house 
in which Milton was born, a detailed diagram and 
description have now been discovered among the 
records of: Eton College, which owned the property 
until about 200 years after Milton's death. His 
part of the house comprised at least 17 rooms 
covered six floors, and was apparently comfortably 
‘furnished. Several other tenants also rented rooms 
from the chief tenant, the White Bear. Floor plans 
(shown on the screen) give dimensions and numerous 
details. Contemporary maps (also shown) give the 
28 of the house and prove that it was burned 


he Great Hire. 
J. Milton French, Rutgers. 
_ BURTON'S PROSE STYLE 


"Here is a brief summary of my M. L. A. Convent- 
ion paper: 
"'A study of Burton's prose style, and espe- 
cially of his place in the anti-Ciceronian movement, 
requires first a study of whether or not he was a 
conscious stylist at all. Despite his avowal (in 
nterested in style, a study o e 
Melancholy shows that he was deliberately concerned 
with matters of style. This fact is most clearly 
seen in a comparison of different editions of The 
atomy. Burton's revisions show conscious care 
and skill in both the “oratorical" style and the 
"Attic" style.' 
"This paper is only part of a larger work on 
Burton's prose style in which I am now engaged. I 
hope to show his proper place in the anti-Ciceroni- 


an movement." 
-~Robert d. Hallwachs, Princeton. 
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DEC. 28. Up, VERY BETIMES, TO CATCH Tht EARLY BUS, 
lest the unheard of great snow in New York 
delay transport. But Lord! there was no delay, and 
I did have four hours to wait in Rochester. Arrived 
in Detroit but an hour late, to find no snow at all,, 
and conversed in the Statler lobby till midnight 
with C. Duffy, meanwhile enjoying a fine view of R. 
Heilman. 80 bo bed, none the better for the flu, 
which I learn is now in California called "Virus X.“ 
DEC. 29. UP FAIRLY BETIMES, TO FIND THE CONVENTION . 
rooms and halls mighty crowded, and I 
heard more by 500 had attended than were expected, . 
so there is talk of holding future conventions only 
in New York and Chicago. At the Literature and 
Society Group, amazed at the skill of D. Daiches. 
juggling ivory balls of criticism, catching then 
behind his back. And so to lunch, spending half an 
hour in search of Berman's Chop House, two minutes 
from the Statler, finally taking a taxi. But 
mighty merry over lunch with H. Hamilton, C. Duffy, 
and D. Keister, giggling and making giggie in the 
devising of a limerick about a nearby scholar. 

In the afternoon to the meeting of the Seven- 
teenth Century Group, henceforth to be known as the 
Period of Milton Group, to hear edifying papers by 
W. Curry, R. Hallwachs, and M. French, ‘the last 
using visual aids to show plans he had discovered 
of Milton's birthplace, no mean establishment. . 
Hunter did propose a Ml ton variorum, arousing much 
interest, though it was said D. Wolfe was at work on 
the prose. It was suggested that news of the Seven- 
teenth Century might be included in the Re 

wg or Jeb » to which F. Harris 
and I objected that the Seventeenth Century varrant- 
an independent publication. But no one volunteered 
to edit it. ‘ 
Jae To the dinner of the College English Associa- 
tion, where R. Fitzhugh performed the remarkable 
feat of delivering 0. Shepard's speech after only a 
telephone conversation with the latter, snowbound in 
Connecticut. Did sit late with R, and H. Thacka- 
berry and M, Bloomfield and friends, arguing mighty 
loudly about existentialism and related matters. 80 
to bed, lonely for my family. : 
DEC. 38. LAY LATE, RESOLVED TO SPEND THE DAY EASILY 

a on account of m flu. To lynch with the 
Eighteenth Century Group, where 8. Elledge told me 
he thought the articles on Milton by IH. Hanford 
should be collected. Both of us intrigued by a . 
singular view of those at the speakers table in a 
‘large mirror above their heads. R. Havens spoke ex- 
cellently, advocating no-speeches at such functions. 
Learned from . Foster of the great to-do last night 
when dt was proposed to reduce the number of discus- 
sion groups in favor of section meetings, the Group 
Chairmen protesting almost- unanimously. The Conven- 
tion next year to~be at the Hotel Pennsylvania, New 
York City, and in 1949 in California, in September, 
to allow for travel. ae 

To the dinner of the National Council of Teach- 
ers of English with H. Briggs, who did tell me of 
‘the course in Communications at U.S.C., most enthus- 
idastically. All diners presented with a copy of 
Good » just published by Penguin Books at 35 
cents, which I resolve to get into the bands of as 
many of my students as possible. T. McDowell re- 
ported a surprising growth of programs in American 
Civilization. 

In the evening heard B. Pratt explain how he 
wrote a poem, and H. Doyle tell of the vast plans 
of UNESCO with regard to education. To my room to 
talk with friends, then briefly to à party being 
waged down the hail by the Macmillea Company. To 
bed, late, 


JAN, 1. 


DEC. 31. UP FAIRLY BETIMES, TO SPEND MOST OF THE 
morning looking for persons I had not yet 
seen, Weakened by Virus X and by the Convention, 
succumbed to the insidious urgings of B. Harris, 
and offered to edit the News Letter, To lunch with 
the American Literature Group, which 11 Car- 
gantuan editions of . Howells, H. Melville, to. 
To the shops to buy gifts for the children, then 

to dinner with L. Kirschbaum, J. Tucker, and L. 
Cameron, To bed shortly after midnight. 

UP AT DAWN, TO FIND ICE ON THE STREETS AND 
taxis scarce. Aboard the train did find 
F. Mineka and H. Wentworth, and we did talk educa. 
tion up one side and down the other in the smoking 
room all the way to Rochester. They told me of an 
elevator girl who said she did not get pinched at 
our convention as much as at others, and of a bell- 
boy who could tell the minute our convention began 
and ended, by leoking at feet in the lobby -- if 
‘they all wore rubbers, the convention was on. 80 
home, mighty glad to find my wife and children at 
the bus station to greet ne. 


MALONE SOCIETY 
"Many things have happened to postpone my an- 


swering your letter about the "Seventeenth-Century 
News Letter," chief of which has been the reading of 


.proofs of the volume of essays being published in 


honor of Joseph Quincy Adams, 

"The Malone Society, which suspended operations 
temporarily in 1938, announces the resumption of ac- 
tivities. Dr. M. . Greg retired as General Editor, 
dut as President he will continue to watch over the 
Society. The headquarters of the Society have been 
moved to Oxford, where Pr-fessor D. Nichol Smith 
Dr. C. T. Onions, and Professor F. P. Wilson wili 


serve as the Editorial Committee, 


. "The increase in printing costs has necessitat- 
ed the raising of the Entrance Fee and the Annual 
Subscription from One Guinea to Thirty Shillings 
each, New Members are entitled to volumes already 
issued to the walue of the Entrance Fee, 

"Members who paid their subscriptions for any 
year or years in which the Society was inactive are 


asked to inform the Hon. Treasurer’, Mr. F. J. King 


of the Bodleian Library, Oxford, whether they wish 
these subscriptions refunded or will consent to have 
them regarded as donations to the Society. 

"It is hoped that the two volumes for 1939 will 
be issued shortly. They are 3 evershag and 

Bombie. The volumes for 1945 will be The 
Tragedy (first ed.) and Middleton's The 
Witch, from the Bodleian Ms. 

Applications for membership should be sent to 
the Hon. Secretary, Miss K. M. Lea, Lady Margaret 
Hall, Oxford." 

--James 8. McMananwav, Folger Shakespeare Library. 


GOOD READING 


Don M. Wolfe (Brooklyn College) and Louis C. 
Zucker (University of Utah) have selected the books 
for Section 6: The Seventeenth Century, of Sood 

„recently published by Penguin Books (35¢) 
for the National Council of Teachers of English. 


Mr. Wolfe also contributes a section on the period 


to the Introduction. 

fo have this selective and annotative biblio- 
graphy of more than 1,000 books in inexpensive edi- 
tions available in this attractive edition and at 


.this low price is a splendid thing for education. 


It is hoped that teachers will do all they can to 
get the little book in the hands of as many stu- 
dents as possible. 


PAUL L. MUESCHKE, Associate Professor of English 
at the University of Michigan, has been granted a 
leave for the first semester of 1948-49 to con- 


| plete a study of Ben Jonson's artistie develop- 


ment, 1597-1614. 
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LUTTRELL SOCIETY 
"The Luttrell Society is about to issue Reprint. 


No. 3, Pantagruel's Prognostication (ca. 1650), and 
Nos. 8 and 11 appear shortly to complete the 


first year's publications. Other titles in prospect| 
are Jacopo di Porcia's The of —— (1544) 
translated by P. Betham; Thomas Acheley's Didaco ‘ 
and 2. 43976) and Abraham Fraunce's Arcadian 

7 588). Zudseriptions are twenty-five 
shillings a year, payable to Basil Blackwell, Broad 
Street, Oxford, Reprint No. 1 was Wye Saltonstall's 
Picturse K1631 and 2635), with introduc- 
‘tion by C. H. Wilkinson, General Editor ; No. 2 was 
the preface to Settle's —— (1677), edited by 
Hugh Macdonald, one of the Advisory Committee (along 
with F. P. Wilson of Merton College, Oxford, and the 
undersigned," 

--James 6. McManaway, Folger Shakespeare Library.) 


INTERNATIONAL SHAKESPEARE CONFERENCE 


; "The subject for discussion at the sessions of 
the International Shakespeare Conference at Strat- 
ford in August will be "The Plays of Doubtful Au- 
thenticity: e es, Henry VIII, Ihe Iwo Noble 
Kinsmen. In 1949, the subject will be "Shakespeare's 
Life." The publication of the Conference will be an 
annual volume entitled Shake and an- 
nouncement of the first volume -- to be issued early 
in 1948 -- will shortly be made by the Cambridge 
University Press." : 
Janes G, McManaway, Folger Shakespeare Library. 


VOLUME II OF WING'S STC 


The second volume of Donald Wing's valuable reference work, 
a short title catelogue of British books 1641-1700 may be in the 
hands of subscribers before this Letter reaches them. The vol- 
ume, like its. predecessor, is issued to members of the Index 
Society. (Subscriptions $10.00 per year; Address inquiries to 
Harold Bentley, Columbia University Frese, leu York 27.) 

The checking for the third end-lest volume now proceeds a- 
pace, we learn from Mr. Wing. When it is published (probably in 
1949) students of the seventeenth century wil] have this invalu-' 
able tool to assist in their researches. Already the first vol- 
ume has had a stimleting effect on seventeenth century studies. 


SHADWELL SOCIETY 


: Following our article some time ago on the Shadwell Society ‘ 
(Volume III No. 2) we received a direct communication from the 
secretary. Accompanying the letter was a copy of a paper read 
de the Shadwell Society by Eric A. Blackall, entitled "Thomas 
srt An Essay In Revaluation.” 

e pamphlet is well worth reading b one having occe- 
‘sion to study Shadwell. In particuler it 4 & — inter- 
esting enalysis of Shadwell's method of presenting his humourous 
characters. Though the essay is privately printed, it should be | 


noted in period bibliographies so that students will know of its 
existence, 
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WHAT ARE YOU DOING NOW, o THOMAS MOORE? 


Please write us. 

Let us know if you are publishing an article, 
or a books; if you have won a fellowship; if you are 
going to go to England, or take a sabbatical year, 
or give a talk. Have you been promoted? Wha 
courses are you teaching now? What Seventeenth Cen- 
tury works has your institution's library recently 
atquired? Have you a puzzling question about the 
‘period, or a brief note? What article or reviews 
have you read lately that you think outstanding? 
What's on your mind? 

A postcard will do; just scribble the news on 
the back of it and we'll do the rest. (It helps 
cut down our editorial task if you write so that 
we can quote you directly.) 


NOTES ON A FEW ARTICLES OF 1947 


Anyone dissatisfied with Douglas Bush's playful definition: 
of “baroque” as “poetry like Crashaw's" and ignorant of U. P. 
Friederich's ug: und Sensuslismus in der englischen 
Barocklyrik may find Professor Mriederich's “Tate Hana tssasce, 
Baroque or Counter-Reformation?® (r, April) useful sumary 
of the argument that because “Renaissance and Baroque....seem 
like thesis and antithesis," baroque is « more descriptive term 
than late-renaissance. 

Tmong several articles on Milton, Walter Clyde Curry's "Mil-. 
ton's Chaos and Old Hight" (or, Jan.) and J. W. Lever's "Par- 
adise Lost and the Anglo-Saxon Tradition” (RBS, April) were note- 
‘worthy. ‘the first demonstrates the value of Proclus end other 
Heoplatonists as commentators on, if not sairces of, Milton's 
cosmogony; the second is a very satisfactory solution to an old 
puszle — how Milton could have been familiar with "Caedmon's" 
Genesis. 

ee articles were especially interesting to students of 
imagery in 17th-century English poetry: "Bostasy and Music in 
century Bnoglend" and **Orgenical Musick’ and Ecstasy," by 
Gretchen L. Finney (M, April and June); and R. I. Walters’ 
“Henry Veughan and the Alchemists" (RES, April). Allen H. Gil- 
bert's “Thomas Trahern es Artist" (Ua, nos. 3 and 4), only in- 
cidentally a review of Gledys Wade's recent study, is full of 
criticiem. Frank Huntley‘s "Dryden's discovery of Boileau” 
MP, Nov.) emphasises the significance of Dryden's having read 
Boileeu's translation of Longinus in the same volume with the 
Ars Poetique; and I. J. Oliver, in "The Composition and Revis- 
Tons of 1 Compleat Angler (MLR, no. 3) makes clear that 
Walton was conscious of and conscientious about his style. 
--Soott Blledge, Carleton. 


1689 POEMS ON AFFAIRS OF STATE 


An annotated edition of the 1689 Poems on Affairs of State 
is being prepared by Richard Vowles of Yale. In 8 stu 

is limiting himself to the poems published in the quarto series. 
during 1689. Many of the poems were reprinted later, in the 
ostavo editions of the same name. 

Vowles has made an extensive survey of MS versions of the 
satires and lempoons, as well es those in broadside. Through 
the resources of the Folger, Harvard, and other libraries he has 
collected variant,copies of over eighty different poems. He 
@lso bas had the use of the special collection of our former 
editor, nee M. Osborn. These “city ballads” of the Dryden 
period have long been in need of careful editing. 

I very useful tool should be the annotated bibliography of 
British diaries, being prepared by William Matthews (21 Palece 
View, Croyden, Surrey, England). Matthews elready has made a 
‘survey of the diaries in American libraries, both those in MS 
and in print. But he would like to receive information about 
dieries in private collections. 


From Notes and Queries we learn that a new edition of Aub- 
rey's Lives is in preparation by Oliver Lawson Dick. This edi- 
tion will be awaited with interest. 


* 

The well known Milton scholer, Miss Helen Larbishire, hes 
now retired as principal of Somerville College, Oxford. She was 
recently elected a member of the British Academy. 


| ‘SUBSCRIPTION BLANK 
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